GUINEA PIG CARE SHEET


Housing:  A large plastic bottom cage is recommended. You can even use a large storage bin with out the lid as long as other animals, such as dogs and cats, will not have access to their cage. Guinea pigs should never be kept in a wire bottom cage due to severe foot and hock (ankle) problems that can occur. Appropriate bedding material that can be used is newspaper, carefresh, or paper towel.  Their cage should be cleaned at least once a day to prevent illness. 


Diet:  Good quality guinea pig pellets without additives such as seed, should be offered at all times. Rabbit pellets are NOT recommended because they don’t contain enough Vitamin C, which is essential for guinea pigs. Also timothy hay should be offered at all times along with fresh veggies high in Vitamin C. Appropriate vegetables include: dark leafy greens, kale, parsley, beet greens, chicory, spinach, red and green pepper, broccoli, tomatoes, kiwi, and oranges. Food can be offered in low ceramic bowls that can’t be tipped over. It is also a good idea to offer water in a ceramic crock as well. Guinea pigs are known to regurgitate chewed up wads of pellets into their water bottles causing a blockage that can result in life threatening dehydration. If you do use a water bottle cleaning it every day is essential. Water should always be fresh with no additives. Vitamin C added to the water can cause bacteria to grow rapidly. 


Handling:  Guinea pigs should be handled gently but firmly. They can be carried by supporting their body in one hand and cupping their bottom in the other hand. Encourage small children to play with them on the floor.  


Grooming:  Brush your guinea pig daily with a fine tooth comb. Especially long hair pigs, which may also occasionally require a little trim. This will help prevent them from ingesting loose hair, which may cause hairballs. Nails need to be trimmed every few months. In some guinea pigs teeth trims may be necessary. 


Diseases:  When taken care of well guinea pigs have few disease problems. If they become ill they must be treated right away. 


Coprophagy:  This means ingesting soft fecal cecal feces directly from the anus. (These are different from normal feces.) This is an important function and is essential for proper nutrition and digestion. If prevented from doing this they will become very ill.

